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MUSIC
• Alpin Hong, mini performance,
noon, UIHC Colloton Pavilion Atrium 
• SCOPE Presents Dierks Bentley, 7:30
p.m., IMU Main Lounge
• Latin Jazz Live on the Radio:
UI Latin/Jazz Ensemble with
the Bossa Brothers, 8 p.m., Mill,
120 E. Burlington
• Scott Cochran and Flannel,8 p.m.,
George’s, 312 E. Market
• The White Tornado Experiment,
with Dr. Z’s Experiment,8 p.m.,
Industry upstairs, 211 Iowa
• The French Kicks, with Sarah
Mannix and the Wandering Bears,9
p.m., Picador, 330 E. Washington

WORDS
• Jane Hamilton, fiction,7 p.m.,
Prairie Lights Books, 15 S. Dubuque

LECTURES
• South Asian Studies Program
Lecture, “Writing India Writing

English,” G.J.V. Prasad,4 p.m., 1117
University Capitol Centre
• School of Art and Art History
Lecture, People Powered, visiting
artists in Intermedia, 7:30 p.m., 2217
Seamans Center
• Department of Philosophy Spring
2009 E.W. Hall Lecture, “A Moral
Argument Against Moral Dilemmas,”
Geoffrey Sayre-McCord, University of
North Carolina-Chapel Hill, W151
Pappajohn Business Building

THEATER
• Intimate Apparel, University
Theatres Mainstage Series,8 p.m.,
Theatre Building, Mabie Theatre 

MISCELLANEOUS
• Lunch with the Chefs: Rockin’
Moroccan, 11:15 a.m., IMU Main Lounge
• President Mason Dedicates
Student Garden / Power Down for
the Planet Results Announcement,
1:30 p.m., Student Garden, near
Recreation Fields, Hawkeye Park Road 

• Learn to Knit,4 p.m., Home Ec.
Workshop, 207 N. Linn
• Osher Lifetime Learning
Institute at Iowa, “Grant Wood’s
Clear Lake Summer,” 5:30 p.m.,
2189 Medical Education and
Biomedical Research Facility
• Capture Wild Yeast and Make
Fabulous Sourdough, 6 p.m.,
New Pioneer Co-op, 1101 Second
St., Coralville
• Creative Photo Seminar,7 p.m.,
Senior Center, 28 S. Linn
• Writers’ Workshop,7 p.m., Barnes &
Noble, Coral Ridge Mall
• The Future of Food, UI
Environmental Coalition and Office
of Sustainability,8 p.m., 101 Biology
Building East
• Free Karaoke, 8 p.m., Nickelodeon,
907 Second St., Coralville
• Karaoke and Tacos,8 p.m., Fiesta
Mexican Restaurant, 320 E. Burlington
• Take Back the Night, 8 p.m.,
Pentacrest
• Big D’s Karaoke,9 p.m., Gus’, 2421
Coral Court Suite 4, Coralville

MUSIC
• Adult Piano Lessons, 8:30 a.m.,
Senior Center 
• “Java Blend,” Catfish Keith,
noon, Java House, 2111⁄2 E.
Washington
• Klevay-Langbehn Syndrome,
noon, UIHC Colloton Pavilion Atrium 
• Student Recital, 2 p.m., Preucil
School of Music, 524 N. Johnson
• RiverFest, Gilbe, 5 p.m.,
Pedestrian Mall Stage 1 
• RiverFest, Girl Repellent, 6:30
p.m., Ped Mall Stage 1 
• RiverFest, SCOPE Presents
Motion City Soundtrack, 7 p.m.,
IMU Main Lounge
• Alpin Hong, piano, 7:30 p.m., City
High Opstad Auditorium, 1900
Morningside Drive
• RiverFest, River and the
Tributaries, 7:45 p.m., Ped Mall
Stage 1
• Catfish Keith, 8 p.m., Mill
• Daylight Savings Account,
with Slip Silo and Aqua Marine
Dream Machine, 8 p.m., Industry
downstairs

• Mountains, with Evan Miller
Marble Skies, 9 p.m., Picador

WORDS
• Mark Nowak, poetry, 7 p.m.,
Prairie Lights 
• Word Painter Reading, Cutter
Wood and Bonnie Sunstein,7:30
p.m., Old Capitol Senate Chamber 

LECTURES
• “The Nature of Normative
Concepts,” Geoffrey Sayre-
McCord, 3:30 p.m., 107 English-
Philosophy Building
• Writers’ Workshop faculty lecture
series, Mark Levine, 4 p.m., Dey
House Frank Conroy Reading Room 

THEATER
• The Baker’s Wife, Iowa City
Community Theatre, 7:30 p.m.,
Johnson County 4-H Fairgrounds
Building A, 4265 Oak Crest Hill
Road S.E.
• Intimate Apparel, University
Theatres Mainstage Series, 8 p.m.,
Mabie Theatre

• No Shame Theatre, 11 p.m.,
Theatre Building, Theatre B

MISCELLANEOUS
• Arbor Day tree planting by UI
Landscape Services, 9 a.m.,
Pentacrest
• English Conversation Group, 10
a.m., Iowa City Public Library,
123 S. Linn
• Noon Knit, noon, Hardin Library
• Lunch-Time Lotus Yoga, noon,
Senior Center
• Focus on Healing, 1 p.m.,
Senior Center
• Knitting Nurse, 2 p.m., Home
Ec. Workshop
• An Earth Day Event, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, 5 p.m.,
Morrison Park, Coralville
• Classy Chassy Cruisers
Friday Night Cruise-In, 5 p.m.,
Sycamore Mall
• Fashion Show Afterparty, 8
p.m., Industry
• Karaoke Night, 9:30 p.m.,
Saloon, 112 E. College

Obsessed
Coral Ridge 10

Derek Charles (Idris Elba) is a suc-
cessful asset manager and hus-
band to beautiful Beth (Beyoncé
Knowles). Charles’ stable life is
tested when office temp Lisa (Ali
Larter) arrives. Charles makes the
mistake of getting too close to
Lisa, and the drama eventually
threatens his work life’s safety and
his family’s security.

NEW MOVIES
OPENING THIS WEEKEND

TRACKS
FROM THE PAST

A place to remember all those
albums we actually bought,
memorized, and obsessed
over. You loved it then, and
you’ll still love it now.

OK, so Aqua really wasn’t that
famous, but it totally rocked. But
inquiring minds still ponder,
What’s the best Aqua album?
The greatest-hits album, of
course. Why? Because Aqua
thinks it’s good enough to
release a greatest hits CD. That
takes balls, or at least a heavy
sense of delusion. Also, the
album includes my two favorite
tracks and
then some.

The com-
pilation
Cartoon
Heroes: The
Best of
Aqua was
released in
2002. In
Japan. Only
in Japan. I
mean, if
Aqua’s best
tracks were only good enough to
warrant release in one country,
maybe they shouldn’t have been
released at all. I’m just saying. In
2006, after four years of intense
lobbying, including a protest on
the National Mall and numerous
petitions (though those might
have been about gun control, I
wasn’t really paying attention),
Cartoon Heroes: The Best of
Aqua, was released in the United
States. And a grateful American
said, “Thank you.”

Aqua was so horrible, it was
fabulous. Actually, it still is,
because Aqua songs have been
known to make it onto my
party playlists. Any Danish-
Norwegian dance group is an
A-plus in my world.

— by Rachael Lander

Cartoon
Heroes by

Aqua
Released 

May 22, 2002

ANGEL-HAIR PASTA WITH
ASPARAGUS
What you need:
8 oz. angel-hair pasta
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 1/2 lbs. fresh asparagus, trimmed and
cut into 1-inch pieces
1/4 cup chicken broth
1/2 lb. fresh mushrooms, sliced
1/2 teaspoon crushed red pepper
1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese

What to do:
Cook pasta according to package
instructions. Then heat olive oil in a
nonstick skillet. Sauté asparagus in the
skillet over medium heat for around
three minutes. Add chicken broth and
mushroom slices before cooking for
an additional three minutes. Drain
pasta and transfer it to a serving dish.
Gently toss pasta with asparagus mix-
ture. Then sprinkle it with Parmesan
and crushed red pepper.

OLD-FASHIONED STRAWBERRY
COBBLER
What you need:
1 cup water
1/2 cup organic cane sugar
1 tablespoon arrowroot
16 oz. fresh strawberries, rinsed, tops
removed and sliced in half

What you’ll need (for cobbler top-
ping):
1 cup flour

2 teaspoons baking powder
1/3 cup oats
3 tablespoons brown sugar
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) organic butter

What to do:
Heat oven to 400 degrees. Butter a
medium baking dish and set aside. In
small saucepan, whisk together
water, sugar, and arrowroot over
medium heat until sugar dissolves

and sauce thickens. Add strawberries
and coat well. Simmer on low heat
for about three minutes or until
berries soften slightly. Pour berry
mixture into baking dish. To make
cobbler topping, sift flour, baking
powder, oats, brown sugar, and salt
together in a medium bowl. Spoon
cobbler mixture over strawberries.
Bake for 40-45 minutes or until top-
ping crusts over and gets firm.

— by Katie Hanson

A HAPPY HOLIDAY FEAST

weekend
calendar

of events

MUSIC
• Colin O’Brien, Rails and Trails: Songs
and Stories from the Frontier,10:30
a.m., Iowa City Public Library
• RiverFest, Landscapes,11:45 a.m., Ped
Mall Stage 2
• RiverFest, Joe Uker,12:15 p.m., Ped
Mall Stage 2 
• RiverFest, Scott Cochran,1 p.m., Ped
Mall Stage 1
• RiverFest, Unknown Component,2
p.m., Ped Mall Stage 2 
• RiverFest, Last Lecture, 3 p.m., Ped
Mall Stage 1 
• Student Recital,4 p.m., Preucil School
of Music
• RiverFest, Slip Silo,5:30 p.m., Ped
Mall Stage 1 
• RiverFest, Dead Larry,6:30 p.m., Ped
Mall Stage 2 
• Student Recital,7 p.m., Preucil School
of Music
• Musick’s Feast Presents Renaissance
Classics,7:30 p.m., First Presbyterian
Church, 2701 Rochester Ave.
• RiverFest, Sonny Humbucker Band,
7:30 p.m., Ped Mall Stage 1
• Center for New Music, Composer
Exchange with the University of
Chicago, 8 p.m., Macbride Auditorium
• Phi Mu Alpha Battle of the Bands,8
p.m., Industry
• RiverFest, Maxilla Blue,8:30 p.m., Ped
Mall Stage 2 
• Damon Dotson Band,9 p.m., Mill

LECTURES
• “The Burning Truth of the Climate

Crisis,” Sister Cathleen Real,7 p.m.,
First Mennonite Church, 405 Myrtle Ave.

THEATRE
• The Baker’s Wife, Iowa City
Community Theatre,7:30 p.m., Johnson
County 4-H Fairgrounds Building A
• Intimate Apparel, University Theatres
Mainstage Series,8 p.m., Mabie Theatre 

DANCE
• RiverFest, UI Youth Ballet,11 a.m., Ped
Mall Stage 2 
• Barn Dance, 7:30 p.m., Senior Center
• Dance for Humanity, 7:30 p.m., IMU
• RiverFest, UI Breakers,9 p.m., Ped
Mall Stage 1 

MISCELLANEOUS
• Introductory Yoga Class,8:30 a.m.,
Friendship Yoga Ltd., 1231 Gilbert Court
• Earth Day at East Side,10 a.m., East
Side Recycling Center, 2401 Scott Blvd.
• Knitter’s Breakfast, 10 a.m., Home Ec.
Workshop
• Saturday Bicyclists of Iowa City Ride,
10 a.m., Scott Park
• RiverFest, Paperback Rhino,4 p.m.,
Ped Mall Stage 2 
• Kung Fu San Soo, 5:45 p.m.,
Senior Center
• Art and Altruism 2009 Silent
Auction, 6 p.m., Old Capitol Museum
• Earth Month Benefit,6 p.m., Brothers,
125 S. Dubuque
• Artist Meet and Greet,7 p.m., Public
Space One, 129 E. Washington 
• Night Games,9 p.m., Field House

MUSIC
• Student Recital,2 p.m., Preucil
School of Music
• Electronic Music Studios, 3 p.m.,
101 Becker 
• Philharmonia and All-
University String Orchestra,

3 p.m., IMU Ballroom
• Student Recital, 4 p.m., Preucil
School of Music
• Sundays at Four, Delbert
Disselhorst, organ, 4 p.m.,
Congregational United Church of
Christ, 30 N. Clinton

• Student Recital, 7 p.m., Preucil
School of Music
• That 1 Guy, 9 p.m., Mill

THEATER
• The Baker’s Wife, Iowa City
Community Theatre,2 p.m., Johnson
County 4-H Fairgrounds Building A

• Intimate Apparel, University
Theatres Mainstage Series, 2 p.m.,
Mabie Theatre 

MISCELLANEOUS
• 21st-Annual Knights of Columbus
Breakfast, 8 a.m., Knights of
Columbus Family Center, 4776

American Legion Road
• Old Capitol Criterium, 9:30 a.m.,
Pentacrest
• Basic Socks with Nancy,noon,
Home Ec. Workshop
• Taizé, 5 p.m., Old Brick, 26 E. Market
• Study Hall (The Game), 9 p.m., Mill

Sunday 4.26

Saturday 4.25

Today 4.23

Friday 4.24

Earth Day has yet to gain the revered status Valentine’s
Day, Halloween, and other secular holidays have in American
society. For those who missed out on celebrating
Wednesday, get into the spirit through cuisine. Try some
angel-hair pasta with asparagus and strawberry cobbler, and
maybe even plant some trees as well.

The Soloist
Sycamore Cinema 12

In this version of a true story, suc-
cessful but bored journalist Steve
Lopez (Robert Downey Jr.) hits a
rut in his career. His life is soon
transformed when he meets
Nathaniel Ayers (Jamie Foxx), a
mentally ill homeless man who is
also a musical genius. The two
bond, and Steve decides to tell
Nathaniel’s tale in print.

AT THE BIJOU

Tulpan
Showtimes: Friday: 7 p.m. Saturday: 5 and
9:30 p.m. Sunday: 3 p.m.

Tulpan takes place on the Kazakh
steppe and tells the story of a shy
young man, Asa, who is in search
for a wife. In the area’s sparse land-
scape, Tulpan is the only eligible
woman for miles, yet she rejects
Asa because of his big ears. The
Kazakh film gives a tender account
of the necessities of daily life that
are elemental in any culture.

ON THE WEB
Trot over to dailyiowan.com for a detailed video tutorial on
how to make this week’s menu dishes.

By RACHAEL LANDER
rachael-lander@uiowa.edu

Talking to Alpin Hong is like
having a conversation with a
friend: He’s funny, grounded, and
quite entertaining. It’s easy to for-
get he played piano with the Kala-
mazoo Symphony Orchestra at age
10. Or that he received a master’s
degree from Juilliard. He is clearly
well-skilled on his instrument,but
he still retains a little bit of self-pro-
claimed immaturity.

He will play at City High, 1900
Morningside Drive., at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, performing pieces by
Beethoven, Brahms, and Chopin,
among other composers.

“You know, like everybody else,
my mom made me start [playing
piano],” Hong said. “It was some-
thing I really loved. I loved per-
forming,but I hated practicing.The
idea of practicing for the rest of my
life sounded like hell.”

He never envisioned that he
would play piano for a living.When
he was at UCLA as an undergrad-
uate, he received a degree in histo-
ry.And when he went to Julliard to
get a master’s, he didn’t expect
music to be a full-time pursuit.

“Oh, heck no,” he said. “I mean

even in the midst of my master’s
degree,I was never sure that it was
a viable career choice.”

Hong’s first performance took
place at 10, when he played with
the Kalamazoo Symphony Orches-
tra in Michigan,his home state.

“Oh,yeah, it was my first concer-
to performance,” he said. “I [was] a
10-year-old, and I was playing in
Miller Auditorium, which I believe
seats more than 4,000, and the
audience was composed of mostly
school kids. So they’re my age,
they’re squirmy as you can imag-
ine, and there are 4,000 of them.
And for the first time I’m playing
with 80 or 90 adults backing me
up. It was the first time I played
with an ensemble like that.”

To many, playing the piano at
age 10 in front of thousands of peo-
ple would be extraordinarily
daunting,but for Hong,it was some
of the most fun he has had.Easy to
say when your career includes
playing Carnegie Hall.

Music isn’t all about the venue
for him, though he said playing
the famous New York concert hall
was definitely a highlight. How-
ever, he enjoys shows most when
the audience enjoys them. He’s
there to entertain.

“I’ve been to so many places in
the U.S. and abroad that there’s no
one particular place that sticks
out,”he said.“What I always love is
the surprise. Say, for example, I go
to some place in the Texas Panhan-
dle-thing, and I’m just like, ‘Oh,
God who’s going to see a piano con-
cert here?’ and I look out, and
there’s an audience of 2,700 people,
and they’re totally excited about it.”

Hong has released two CDs, and
he is working on building reper-
toire for a third one, which he says
will be more “independent” than
his previous albums.

Piano is just one of Hong’s
many interests. The 32-year old
plays violin, sings, is an avid
video-game player, and he would
take watching college basketball
over doing taxes any day, which
isn’t the best quality when you’re
trying to be more responsible, as
Hong is attempting.

“I’m kind of immature in my
extracurricular activities,” he said.
“I love snowboarding and skate-
boarding. I’m learning how to do
more responsible stuff. [I enjoy]
what you would expect any 17- or
18-year-old to like.”

It’s clear from his electronic
obsession that Hong isn’t a typi-

cal musician, or at least what
many would expect from a
supremely talented artist. At
concerts, he said, he wants more
feedback than a bit of nice clap-
ping. He wants his audiences to
be actively engaged.

“If you don’t like it, you can
throw stuff,” he said. “If you
really like it, you can stand up

and holler and throw your hat
on the stage.”

Hong has visited Iowa City
before, and he said it was a fan-
tastic experience.

“I’m really so thrilled to be able
to come back,” he said. “The audi-
ence there rocks. The last time I
was there, it was a party. I’m so
happy to come back.”

A different kind of pianist

PUBLICITY PHOTO (ALPIN HONG)
Alpin Hong, who possesses both musical talent and video game skills, returns to
Iowa City for a concert tonight at City High.

                 


